“How good and pleasant it is
when God'’s people work together.”




Welcome to the 2026 MDS Annual Celebration!

We hope you enjoy your time together this weekend,
reconnecting and celebrating the work of MDS across the
U.S. and Canada. Thank you to all our volunteers, donors,
staff, and friends who support MDS!

—Annual Celebration Committee
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OUR VISION
We strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those affected by disasters.

OUR MISSION
We respond to disasters, rebuild homes, and restore hope by organizing
and empowering volunteers in the United States and Canada.

OUR FAITH

MDS grows out of an Anabaptist perspective of peace, justice, and
service. We believe in following Christ daily through a life of service
to others. We affirm and support the Mennonite World Conference
statement of Shared Convictions.

OUR CORE VALUES

FAITH IN ACTION
We believe in and practice a life of service and proclamation founded
on the Bible and modeled after the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.

CARING RELATIONSHIPS
We engage disaster survivors, volunteers, and partners with mutual
respect, humility, and accountability.

WORKING TOGETHER
We intentionally work with one another within MDS and alongside
partner organizations.




FRIDAY — FEBRUARY 27

8:00AM DOORS OPEN
8:30AM TOUR: AMISH + MENNONITE COUNTRYSIDE
Departs from Riehl's Construction
11:30AM LUNCH
1:00PM  WELCOME GATHERING + ORIENTATION GABBY BOMBERGER
1:45PM  GATHERING SESSIONS
A: MDS Executive Director Q+A KEVIN KING, ROSS PENNER, REYNOLD FRIESEN
B: Working Together with Partners BECKY GOCHNAUER
2:45PM  SNACK BREAK
3:00PM  GATHERING SESSIONS
C: MDS'’s Anabaptist Community DR. STEVE NOLT
D: Polarity Management: Grassroots + Staff-Led  JERRY GROSH, TERRY ZEHR
4:00PM SNACK BREAK
4:15PM  U.S. REGION GATHERINGS
5:00PM DINNER
7:00PM  CELEBRATION SERVICE
Welcome Opening MANNIE FLAUD, LARRY STONER
Amish Hymn Sing AARON FISHER
Greetings from Everence KYLE KEEN
Working Together Across Borders KEVIN KING, ROSS PENNER
2025 Year in Review Video
Honoring Ross Penner’s Leadership KEVIN KING, DAVE BRUBACHER
Old Order Hymn Sing VERNON RISSLER
Panel Discussion: Many Hands, One Purpose LARRY STONER, MANNIE FLAUD, PHIL HUBER,
JENN DORSCH-MESSLER, ATLEE KAUFMAN
English Hymn Sing DAWSON HIGH
Closing Prayer MOSES TROYER
Instructions for Saturday LARRY STONER, MANNIE FLAUD
8:45PM  PIE + ICE CREAM




SATURDAY — FEBRUARY 28

8:30AM DOORS OPEN
Informal time for fellowship

9:30AM  MORNING PROGRAM

Greetings and Opening Prayer LARRY STONER, MANNIE FLAUD

Working Together: A Pearl of Great Price STEVE NOLT

Singing Led by RON GUENTHER

U.S. Region 1: Homeowner Story LYNN COOPER

U.S. Region 2: Hope Personified LISA MATTHEWS, STEPHEN BOYKEN,
AARON BYLER

Singing Led by RON GUENTHER

U.S. Region 3: The Grit and Grace of Recovery LEANN LOVELL

U.S. Region 4: Building Together: RHONDA ALEXANDER-MONKRES

Pilina, Partnership, and the Unexpected

Strength of Community
Singing Led by RON GUENTHER
MDS U.S. Board Update WAYNE YODER
2027 Annual Celebration Invitation + Video ROLLIN ULRICH
Closing Remarks
Sending Song Led by RON GUENTHER

11:30AM LUNCH

1:00PM  TOUR: LANCASTER OFF THE BEATEN TRAIL
Led by Ken Sensenig




SPECIAL GUESTS

DR. STEVE NOLT is Director of the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist
Studies and Professor of History at Elizabethtown College. He is a widely
respected scholar of Mennonite and Amish history and contemporary life. Steve
and his wife, Rachel, live in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

STEPHEN BOYKEN is Lead Pastor of His House Ministries and President
and Chief Executive Officer of The Hope Initiative, a faith-based nonprofit
supporting long-term disaster recovery in Kentucky and the Southeast. He
founded The Hope Initiative following the 2021 tornado in Mayfield, Kentucky,
with a mission to point people to Christ while rebuilding lives and communities.
He works closely with faith, nonprofit, business, and government partners in
recovery efforts.

LISA MATHEWS is Executive Director of The Hope Initiative, where she
leads long-term disaster recovery and home rebuilding efforts. She brings a
strong commitment to collaboration, working alongside faith-based partners,
volunteers, businesses, and local leaders. Lisa currently supports recovery
efforts in Douglas, Georgia.

AARON BYLER serves on the Amish leadership team that helps guide the
ongoing work of Northern Ohio Assisting Hands (NOAH). He lives in West
Farmington, Ohio.

LEANN LOVELL founded Wynne Relief and Recovery after a tornado struck
Wynne, Arkansas, in 2023. Through her leadership, volunteers mobilized quickly,
and a large warehouse was established to coordinate donations and recovery
efforts. She is a wife, mother of four, and grandmother of three.




RHONDA ALEXANDER-MONKRES is Executive Director of Ho'6la

ia Mauiakama Disaster Long-Term Recovery Group, coordinating recovery
efforts following the 2023 Maui wildfires. She brings experience in nonprofit
and disaster recovery leadership, previously serving with the American

Red Cross. Her work focuses on collaboration, trust, and community-led
recovery.

LYNN COOPER is an MDS homeowner from Juniata County and a
mother of three. After the sudden loss of her husband, her family faced
significant challenges, including critical home repairs. With support from
her community and Mennonite Disaster Service volunteers, her home—and
hope—were restored.

KEN SENSENIG first volunteered with Mennonite Disaster Service in 1972
and has served with Mennonite Central Committee for more than 35 years,
both in Africa and the United States. In early retirement, he enjoys storytelling,
adult education, and farm projects near Akron, Pennsylvania. Ken and his wife,
Karen, have three adult children living around the globe and attend Laurel Street
Mennonite Church.

JOHN H. DENLINGER grew up on a dairy farm in Lancaster County and has
served as an educator, coach, pastor, and nonprofit leader. Now retired from full-
time work, he serves part-time at The Mennonite Life Visitors Center. He and his
wife, Debbie, have three married children and six grandchildren, and they enjoy
motorcycling and traveling. They attend Ridgeview Mennonite Church.



GATHERING SESSIONS

SESSION A: MDS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Q+A

Join Kevin King (MDS U.S. Executive Director), Ross Penner (MDS Canada
Executive Director), and Reynold Friesen (incoming MDS Canada Executive
Director) for an open conversation about how God is moving through disaster
response ministry. Bring your questions and hear how faith in Christ shapes
MDS's decisions, priorities, and service.

SESSION B: WORKING TOGETHER WITH PARTNERS

Facilitated by Becky Gochnauer.

A panel conversation with representatives from several VOAD (Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster) partners. Learn how organizations collaborate
to respond to disasters and explore ways to strengthen partnerships in your
own community.

SESSION C: MDS'S ANABAPTIST COMMUNITY

Led by Steve Nolt.

Dr. Nolt (Elizabethtown College) will explore the shared history and diversity of
Anabaptist groups that form the MDS community across the U.S. and Canada.
The session will highlight how these traditions shape MDS's values and
volunteer spirit, followed by time for Q&A.

SESSION D: POLARITY MANAGEMENT — GRASSROOTS AND STAFF-LED

Led by Terry Zehr and Jerry Grosh.

Explore how MDS U.S. navigates the dynamic between grassroots volunteer
engagement and centralized staff leadership, and how managing these natural
polarities can bring greater clarity and purpose in our shared mission to bring
people home.



MDS U.S. BOARD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wayne Yoder, Chair — West Jefferson, OH
Aaron Groff, Vice Chair — Lancaster, PA
Sally Unrau, Secretary — Boise, ID

Niels Lichti, Treasurer — Orrville, OH
Mannie Flaud - Bird-in-Hand, PA

Dave Brubacher — Vineland, ON

Ivan Shirk — Ephrata, PA

Fred Hershey — Huntsville, AL

Phillip Bridgewater — Waco, TX

Lana Tieszen — Sioux Falls, SD

Mitch Kingsley — Bluffton, OH

Woody Driver — Harrisonburg, VA

Mary Yoder Holsopple — Anchorage, AK
David Zarate — Rio Grande City, TX

BOARD OF DELEGATES

Paul Yoder — Sarasota, FL

Becca Cordes — Pittsburgh, PA

Karen Shelly Smucker — Harrisonburg, VA
Dan Yoder — Grand Ridge, FL

Scott Soden - Ashland, OH

Robert Brenneman - Ignatius, MT
Elizabeth Troyer-Miller — Wood River, NE
Moses Troyer — Cotopaxi, CO

Sue Ewert — Fresno, CA

Don Rheinheimer — Tucson, AZ

Atlee Kaufman — Millersburg, OH

Myron Miller — Millersburg, IN



EVENT SPONSORS

The 2026 Annual Celebration is made possible through the generous support
of the following sponsors. Their partnership strengthens our ability to gather,
celebrate, and continue the work of rebuilding homes and restoring hope.

v°~ Everence-

We are grateful to Everence Financial for their generous financial support of
this year's Annual Celebration. Their partnership reflects a shared commitment
to faith-based service, stewardship, and community.

M it
A PINE HILL amppawsn G- J Contral

w*m”“ Committee

MM Nk

Eastern Mennonite Missions CONSULTANTS

BOMBERGER'S

Pine Hill Trailers — Registration Sponsor

Bomberger's Store — Friday Afternoon Break Sponsor

Paul B's Hardware — Friday Afternoon Break Sponsor

Gap Power Rentals Plus — Friday Afternoon Break Sponsor
Eastern Mennonite Missions — Friday Afternoon Break Sponsor
Mennonite Central Committee — Saturday Morning Break Sponsor
North Group Consultants — Friday Evening Dessert Sponsor
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WITH APPRECIATION

In addition to our sponsors, we extend sincere
thanks to all who contributed to making this Annual
Celebration possible.

We are especially grateful to Riehl's Construction
for generously providing the use of their facility and
creating a welcoming space for our gathering.

Thank you to our speakers, panelists, volunteers,
Food Committee members, shuttle drivers, and MDS
staff whose planning, hospitality, and faithful service
made this weekend possible.

This celebration is truly the result of many hands
working together.

ANNUAL CELEBRATION PLANNING COMMITTEE

Brian Pipkin, Executive Assistant

Gabby Bomberger, Volunteer Training Specialist
Jesse Huxman, Communications Manager
John Bomberger, Region 1

Mannie Flaud, Storm Aid

Stanley Jantzi, Region 1
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God Is Moving Us On
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I.God is mov-ing us on, He is Jead - ing the way; It's a way
2.God is mov-ing us on, there is work to bc done, There are souls
3.80 prc-parc us, dear Lord, for Thy serv. - ice a - head, Fill our hearts
4. Let's sing praise to the Lord as  we "jour-ney thru this land, Hold-ing fast
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that we've nev - er  been be - fore. There are moun-iaing  to climb,there are
that need some - one to care If we ftrust and o - bey He will
with com-pas - sion and love, So  that souls may be won for Thy
to the Word of the Lord. There are moun-tains to climb, there are
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val - leys to cross, But be - fore us there stands the o - pen door.

show us the way, As be - fore us there stands the o - pen door

king - dom a - bove, As be - fore us there stands the o - pen door

val - leys to cross, But bec - fore wus there stands the o - pen door.
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Have Thine Own Way, Lord

AA.P George C. Stebbins
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I.Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Thou art the
2.Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Search me and
3.Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Wound-ed and
. 4.Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Hold o’er my
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Pot - ter, 1 am the cla}.'/ Mould me and make me Af - ter Thy
try me, Mas-ter, to - day! Whit - er  than snow, Lord, Wash me just
wea - ry, Help me, I pray! Pow -er, all pow - er, Sure-ly is
e - ing Ab - so - lute sway! Fill with Thy Spir - it Till all shall
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will, While 1 am wait - ing, Yield - ed and still
now, As in Thy pres - ence Hum - bly I bow.
Thine! Touch me and  heal me, Sav - ior di - vine!
see Christ on - ly, al - ways, Liv - ing in me!
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Work, for the Night Is Coming
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1. Work, for thenight is com - ing; Work through the morning
2, Work, for the night is com -ing; Work through the sun-ny
3. Work, for thenight is com-ing, Un - der the sun-set
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hours; Work while the dew is sparkling; Work mid springing
noon; Fill bright-est hourswith la - bor: Restcomes sure and
skies; While their bright tints are glow-ing, Work, for day-light
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flowers; Work when the day grows bright - er;
soon. Give ev - ery fly - ing min - ute
flies. Work till the last beam fad - eth,
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Work in the glow-ing sun; Work, for the night is
Some-thing to keep in  store; Work, for the night is
Fad - eth to shine no more; Work, while the night is
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com - ing, When man's work is done.
com - ing, When man works no more.
dark - ening, When man's work is o'er.
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Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as - sur - ance, Je -sus is mine! O what a
2 Per-fect sub - mis - sion, per-fect de - light, vi-sions of
3 Per-fect sub - mis - sion, all is at rest, I in my
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fore - taste of glo-ry di- vine! Heir of sal - va - tion, pur-chase of
rap - ture now burst on my sight; an - gels de-scend - ing, bring from a -
Sav - ior am hap-py and blest, watch-ing and wait - ing, look-ing a-
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God, born  of his Spir - it, washed in his blood.
bove ech - oes of mer - vcy, whis-pers of love.
bove, filled with his good - ness, lost in his love.

onl

This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior, all the day long;
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long,




Seving the Lovd fw Dong

Rev, H. H. SHERMAN E. T. HILDEBRAND
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1. Serv-ing the Lord with glad-ness, Waft-ing the strain a-long; Serv-ing the Lord with
2. Tell-ing theworid bis good-ness, Ye who his peo-ple are, Tell of the lov - ing
3. Sing %t the bless- ed Sav - ieur, Praising his wondrous love; Teil howhecame to
™ 2 - i i ol Y RS Ny £.c 2,
R e .
i H L 3 | AR Ll (e e N i — s .
ks S Y 173 - 1= Ll Lef Lol L E I
L L w L P
W I - 5 N
1=~ # : —E ] Axh i l“ }”: : | iy ) J: + ——
GG e e & P e e
— — 8 T d—-mﬁ = ot r
3 L » I
glad - ness, Prals-mg the Lord in song. Make to him joy - ful mun - sie,
Shep - herd, Tho' ye have wan- dered far. En - ter  his gates with prais - es,
save  us, Leav-ing his home a-bove. Ye who are now his chil - dren,
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In-to his presencesing; All ye hislandsand peo-ple, Letting your voicesring.,
Blegsing his ho - 1y name,Speakinghis lov - ing kindness,Spreadingabroad hisfame.
Llfh-lng your voic-es hlgh Sing of the God  of mer-cy, —TLand him and magnify.
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glad - ness, Prais- ing the Lord in song. En- ter his gates withprais - es,
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The Solid Rock

1. My hope is  built on noth - ing less Than
2. When dark-ness seems to hide His face, I
3. His oath, His cov - e - nant, His blood Sup -
4. When He shall come with trum-pet sound, Oh,
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Je-sus’ blood and righ-teousness; I dare not trust the
rest on His wun-chang-ing grace; In ev-’ry high and

port me in the whelming flood; When all a-round my
may I then in Him be found; Dressed in His righ-teous-
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sweet-est frame, But whol-ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
storm -y gale, My an-chor holds with - in the veil
soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.
ness a - lone, Fault-less to stand be - fore the throne.
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On Christ, the sol-id Rock, I stand; All oth-er ground is

T

1
B T I T I 1 T 1 T ]
Ld T 1 Ll  E— I ! 1

I 1 [ =
- — | [

b

b —
“tr r *t r rLrr

sink-ing sand, All oth-er ground is sink-ing sand.
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WORDS: Edward Mote, 1797-1874
MUSIC (SOLID ROCK 8.8.8.8.(L.M.) with Refrain): William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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In Christ There Is No East or West

ST. PETER CM

Capo 1: (D) (A) (D) (G) (A) (D) (A)

Eb Bb Eb Ab Bb Eb Bb
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-"ry-where their high com-mun-ion find.
3 Join hands, then, ped-ple of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north.
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but one great fel-low-ship of love through-out the whole wide earth.
His ser-vice is the gold-en cordclose bind-ing hu-man - kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure-ly kin to  me.

All  Christ-ly souls are joined as one through-out the whole wide earth.
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Text: John Oxenham (England), 1908, Bees in Amber, 1913, alt.
Music: Alexander Robert Reinagle (England), Psalm Tunes for the Voice and Pianoforte, ca. 1836
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We Are One in the Spirit

ST. BRENDAN'S 7.6.7.6.8.6 with refrain

Capo 1: (Em) (Bm) (Em)
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English: 1 We are one in the Spir-it, we are one in the Lord;
Spanish: 1 So-mos u - noenes - pi-ri-tu y en el Se - for,
German: 1 Wir sind ei - nig im  Gei-ste, wir sind e - nig im Herrn;
French: 1 Tous u - nis dans l'Es - prit, tous u - nis en Jé - sus;
(Am) (Em)
Al Bbm 5 . Fm _
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we are one in the Spir-it, we are one in the Lord;
so-mos u - noenes - pf-ri-tu y en el Se - fior;
wir sind ei - nig im  Gei-ste, wir sind el - nig im Herrm;
tous u - nis  dans UEs - prit, tous u - nis en Jé - sus;
(Am) (Em)
Bbm Fm
AL I !

and we pray that all

ey~ e B

u-ni- ty may one day be re - stored.

y 10 - ga -~ mosque_un df - a se com-ple-te la u - nion
lasst uns  be - ten. um  Ein-heit durch den Geist uns-res Herrn.
_nous pri - ons que bien - t6t ce qui di - vi-se mne soit plus.
Refrai (C) (Em) (Am)
efrain Db Fm Bbm
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And they'll know we are Chris-tians by our love, by our love,"
Y que so - mos cris - tin - nos lo sa - brdn, lo . sa - brdn,
Denn wir  wer - den als Christ-en an der Lie - be er - kannt,
Et le mon - de sau - ra que nous som - mes chré - tiens
(Em) (Am) (Bm) (Em)
Fm Bbm Cm " Fm
A | = |
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G ——r— e =
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and they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love.
por-que_u - ni - dos es - ta- mos en a - mor.
ja, wir  wer-den an der Lie - be erst er - kannt.
par l'a - mour dont nos  ac - tes sont em - preints.

Text:  Peter Scholtes (USA), 1966; Spanish trans. Federico . Pagura (Argentina); German trans. Anton Schulte (Germany) and Bernd

Schlottoff (Germany); French trans. Claire-Lise de Benoit (Switzerland)
Music: Peter Scholtes, 1966; arr. Richard D. Wetzel (USA)
© 1966 F.E.L. Publications, assigned to The Lorenz Corp., 1991 (admin. Music Services)
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For We Are Strangers No More

STRANGERS NO MORE 11.10.11.10 with refrain
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now; strang-ers no more, we're bound to one an - oth - er now.
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1 Come, walk withn me, well wor-ship God to - geth - er
2 Where dif-f'ring cul - tures meet, we'll serve to - geth - er
3 There is a love that binds the world to - geth - er
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as we join song to song and prayer to prayer. Come,
Where ha - tred ra - ges, we will  strive for peace. Come,
a love that seeks the last, the lost, the least. One
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take my hand, and we will work to - geth - er by lift - ing
take my hand, and we will pray to - geth - er that jus - tice
day that love will bring us all to - geth - er in Christ, from
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all the bur - dens we can share.
come, and strife and war - fare cease. For we are
South and North, from West and East.
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Text:

Kenneth |. Morse (USA), 1979, alt., © 1979 Church of the Brethren General Board

Music: Dianne Huffman Morningstar (USA), © 1979 Dianne Huffman Morningstar



Go Now in Peace

GO NOW IN PEACE Irregular

Canon 4 2
A
) } !
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Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God sur -
3 4
A
—
~— ¢ @ o o ©
round you ev - ry-where, ev-'ry-where  you may go.

Text: Natalie Sleeth (USA), Sunday Songbook
Music: Natalie Sleeth, Sunday Songbook

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.
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MDS VOLUNTEERS SERVED

VOLUNTEERS = g, 53,850 DAYS
IN ACTION T R HELPING

3y ! 926 HOUSEHOLDS
2024-2025 Wi " RECOVER FROM DISASTER

6,848 volunteers

from across Canada and the Working together
U.S. gave their time, skills and
compassion to build From new homes to new bridges, from house repairs
to wall hangings, MDS never works alone. During

79 new homesr 2025, MDS worked more than ever with its partners.
complete

F The “Bridging Together" partnership between MDS and
460 re palrs, Lutheran Disaster Response came to full fruition, with
finish volunteers building bridges crossing small creeks
378 cleanups, between the state-maintained roads and people’s
and build homes in western North Carolina.
9 new bl‘ldges What's more, MDS is now training others to build
for households who sound, tested bridges so that access—and hope—is
experienced a disaster. moving even faster for residents affected by Hurricane

Helene.

As MDS bridge coordinator Phil Helmuth said, "A
bridge stands not only as a path over the water but as
a symbol of shared hope, compassion and a
community coming together.”

In many other locations, from Alaska to Hawaii, Florida
to Washington state, MDS has walked and worked
together with long-term recovery committees, local
churches, and local communities, building homes,
building trust, and building partnerships that will stand
the test of time—and the test of the next disaster.

R Ultimately, working together is what helped volunteers
86 sets of kitchen cabinets built at the build a new home for Lynn Cooper and her family in
Port Royal, Pennsylvania. “We were surrounded by a
lot of really good people,” she said as her new home
was dedicated.

MDS Cabinet Shop in Goessel, KS were
installed in new homes MDS volunteers
built across the U.S. this fiscal year.

This volunteer labor is a value* of

$14.99 million USD/
$20.98 million CAD

All statistics from 8/1/2024 through 7/31/2025.
*Labor value based on a volunteer rate of
$34.79 USD/hour. (www.independentsector.org)

MDS U.S.

583 Airport Road
Lititz, PA 17543 USA
tel: 717.735.3536
mdsus@mds.org

MDS.org
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i MDS U.S. MDS Canada
Mennonite 583 Airport Road 200-600 Shaftesbury Blvd.

Disaster Lititz, PA 17543 USA Winnipeg, MB R3P 2J1 Canada
Service tel: 717-735-3536 tel: 204-261-1274

fax: 717-735-0809 fax: 204-261-1279

toll-free: 800-241-8111 toll-free: 866-261-1274

mdsus@mds.org mdscanada@mds.org

mds.org

www.mds.o
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