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“DO EVERYTHING IN LOVE.” 
1 Corinthians 16:14
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OUR MISSION
Mennonite Disaster Service is a volunteer network of Anabaptist 

Churches that responds in Christian love to those affected by 

disasters in Canada and the United States. While the main focus 

is on cleanup, repair and rebuilding homes, this service touches 

lives and nurtures hope, faith and wholeness. 

OUR VISION
To inspire and equip every Anabaptist congregation to respond in 

Christian love with volunteers to those affected by disaster. 

AC 2022 THEME 
Restoring Hope with Love
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 2022 

12:00 noon Lunch and Registration Palm Grove Church 

5:30 pm Dinner Palm Grove Church 

7:00 Welcome  Vernon Zook   
Singing  David Miller  
Restoring Hope with Love Phil and Luann Martin 
Singing  David Miller 
Year-in-Review  Kevin King 

8:10 Announcements Vernon Zook 

8:15 Special Entertainment 

Respond. 
Rebuild. 
Restore.



8:30 am Breakfast  Palm Grove Church 
9:00 Welcome/Devotional Vernon Zook

Singing  David Miller    
Storm Aid Mannie Flaud 
MDS and Innovation  Kevin King/Ross Miller 

10:30 Break

11:00 Refuge, Rest and Care Rachel Diaz, Jose Lemus 
Singing  David Miller 

11:30 am Lunch 

Region Stories of Hope 
1:00 pm      MDS Canada 

     Region 1  
     Region 2 
     Region 3 
     Region 4 

2:40 Break  

3:10 Singing  
Tributes 
MDS Board Report  
Closing Reflections 

Ross Penner 
Wendy Beaver 
Jim Smucker 
Tim Schrag 
James Schunn 

David Miller 
Wayne Yoder
Ross Miller 
Karen Shelly Smucker    

3:55 2023 Annual Celebration  

4:30 pm Dinner 

5:30 Special Entertainment  John Schmid  
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 SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2022
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PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Phillip and Luann Martin live in Buffalo, New York, where Luann is a 
Mental Health Counselor in private practice and Phil, a former pastor, 
works at renovating their hundred-year-old house while doing some 
part-time teaching and pastoral oversight.

Vernon Zook is the senior pastor of Abundant Life Church in 
Sarasota, Florida. 

David Miller is the former pastor of Palm Grove Mennonite Church in 
Sarasota, Florida.

Kevin King is the Executive Director of Mennonite Disaster Service. 
Kevin lives in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Wayne Yoder is a member of the MDS Binational Board representing 
the conservative conference. Wayne lives in West Jefferson, Ohio.  

Ross Miller is the Chair of the MDS Board of Directors and Delegates. 
Ross is also the senior pastor of Evermore Community Church in 
Hartville, Ohio. 

Rachel Diaz is a member of Iglesia Rescate Brethren in Christ Church 
in Hialeah, Florida, and is an immigration attorney with a heart for 
immigrants. 

Jose Lemus is a member of Iglesia Rescate Brethren in Christ 
Church in Hialeah, Florida, and is a business owner with a heart for 
immigrants. 

Ross Penner is the Director of Canadian Operations in Winnipeg, 
Canada. 

Wendy Beaver is a caseworker assisting MDS in the West Virginia 
area. 

Jim Smucker is President of Keim Home Center in Charm, Ohio. Jim 
has spent time on several MDS projects over the years. 

Tim Schrag is the MDS Region 3 Board Chair. Tim lives in Goessel, 
Kansas. 
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ANNUAL CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 

Phil Troyer, Region 1 Board Chair 

Ervin Miller, MDS Florida Unit Chair  

Joyce Burkholder, Region 1 Administrative Assistant 

Jesse Huxman, Communications Manager 

Brian Pipkin, Executive Assistant 

Special thanks to:

The MDS Region 1 Board and the Florida Unit 

Warfels Chocolate / www.Warfels.biz

Zola’s / www.Zolasonline.com 

Whiskey Valley Jerky Shoppe / www.thejerkyshoppe.com

Landscapes in Miniature / LandscapesInMiniature@gmail.com

James Schunn is the Youth Leader at Trinity Mennonite Church in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

John Schmid is an American country and folk singer and songwriter. 

Karen Shelly Smucker is a retired professor and MDS Board of 
Delegate member. She recently moved from Idaho to Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. 

Mannie Flaud is a board member of Storm Aid and serves as the Amish 
community and MDS liaison. Mannie also owns Bird-in-Hand Builders 
in Pennsylvania. 
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MDS BOARD OF DELEGATES 
 

Paul Yoder, Beachy Amish (Region 1) 

Wilmer Hoover, Weaverland Conference (Region 1) 

Ivan Shirk, Member-at-Large (Region 1) 

Aaron Groff, Lancaster Mennonite Conf. (Region 1) 

Karen Shelly Smucker, Member-at-Large (Region 1) 

Robert Brenneman, New Order Amish (Region 3) 

Elizabeth Troyer-Miller, Member-at-Large (Region 3)  

Jerry Wyse, Member-at-Large (Region 3) 

Becca Cordes, MC USA (Region 1)

Margarita Bloodworth, Member-at-Large (Region 4) 

Harold Friesen, MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 

Murray Bunnett, MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 

David Brubacher, MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 

MDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Phil Troyer, Region 1 Board Chair (Region 1) 

Frank Hoover, Treasurer and Groffdale Conf. Rep. (Region 1) 

Mannie Flaud, Old Order Amish (Region 1)

Ronn Frantz, Region 2 Board Chair (Region 2) 

Wayne Yoder, Conservative Conf. (Region 2) 

Ross Miller, Fellowship of Evangelical Churches Rep. (Region 2)

Tim Schrag, Region 3 Board Chair (Region 3) 

Michele WhiteEagle, Region 4 Board Chair (Region 4) 

Judy Lopez, Mennonite Brethren Rep. and Vice Chair (Region 4) 

Henry Warkentin, Secretary and MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 

Gerald Dyck, MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 

Denis Keating, MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 

Vic Janzen, MDS Canada Rep. (MDS Canada) 



MDS Canada

Region 4 

Region 3 
Region 2

Region 1 

MDS REGION OFFICERS

Region 1
Phil Troyer 
Region1@mds.org

Region 2 
Ronn Frantz
Region2@mds.org

Region 3 
Tim Schrag 
Region3@mds.org

Region 4 
Michele WhiteEagle
Region4@mds.org

MDS Canada 
Henry Warkentin 
Canadachair@mds.org
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Gabby Bomberger, Program Admin. Assistant  

Darin Bontrager, Region 2 Operations Coordinator  

Joyce Burkholder, Region 1 Admin. Assistant 

Josh Carson, Volunteer Coordinator for Leadership  

Heidi Charles, Staff Accountant  

Brad Fair, Development Manager  

Deanna Frey, Coordinator for Weekly Volunteers  

Karla Friesen, Leadership Volunteer Interviewer  

Becky Gochnauer, Volunteer Manager  

Jerry Grosh, Field Operations Manager  

Ron Guenther, Director of Operations 

Starla Hess, Receptionist, Admin. Assistant  

Glenn Hillard, Admin. and Finance Manager  

Steve Hochstetler, Region 3 Admin. Assistant  

Alicia Hurst, Volunteer Admin. Assistant 

Jesse Huxman, Communications Manager  

Kevin King, Executive Director  

Jeff Koller, Region 3 Operations Coordinator  

Doug Nolt, Warehouse and Equipment Manager  

Brian Pipkin, Executive Assistant  

Ginny Sauder, Database Support, Admin. Assistant

Larry Stoner, Region 1 Operations Coordinator  

Steve Wiest, Region 4 Operations Coordinator 

Darrin Yoder, Fleet and Logistics Manager  

Peter Dunford, Accounting Bookkeeper (Canada)  

Kelsey Friesen, Volunteer Manager (Canada) 

John Longhurst, Communications Manager (Canada) 

Ross Penner, Director of Canadian Operations  

MDS STAFF
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SONGS
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“Do everything in love.” 
1 Corinthians 16:14 



MDS Binational Office
583 Airport Road
Lititz, PA 17543  USA
tel: 717-735-3536
fax: 717-735-0809
toll-free: 800-241-8111
mdsus@mds.org

MDS Canada 
200-600 Shaftesbury Blvd.
Winnipeg, MB R3P 2J1  Canada
tel: 204-261-1274
fax: 204-261-1279
toll-free: 866-261-1274
mdscanada@mds.org

mds.org

www.mds.org


