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Faith, hope and love abide 
 1 Corinthians 13



During a year like no other, Mennonite Disaster 
Service is able to look back with humble gratitude 
for the volunteers, donors and partners whose faith 
and love helped so many people find their way back 
to hope.

More than 6,000 volunteers from across the 
United States and Canada put their compassion 
into action by cleaning up after disasters, building 
bridges, and repairing and rebuilding homes.

From the creative work of local MDS units that 
positively impacted so many communities, to the  
steadfast leadership of the MDS board that kept 
MDS true to its mission, the results have defied the 

odds during a year of unprecedented challenges.
As Ned Sparks, from Willow, Alaska, said to 

volunteers who built his new home: “What you’ve 
done is tremendous beyond belief.”

MDS volunteers helped restore people’s belief 
that there is hope for the future. And this work 
managed to take place despite the grave challenges 
posed by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The many numbers in this Annual Report—
especially the 48,480 volunteer days served—are 
impressive, but even more gratifying is that these 
figures reflect the abiding love of our entire MDS 
family. That’s the greatest gift of all.

MDS volunteers 
helped restore 
people’s belief 
that there is hope 
for the future.

Love bears all 
things, believes 
all things, hopes 
all things, endures 
all things.
1 Corinthians 13:7

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE ABIDE



6,048 volunteers 
from across Canada and the U.S. 
gave their time, skills and compas-
sion to build 

79 new homes,
complete

280 repairs,
finish

91 cleanups,
and build

3 new bridges
for households who experienced 
a disaster. This volunteer labor is a 
value* of 

$10.4 million USD/
$13.6 million CDN
Statistics from Aug. 1, 2019 through July 31, 2020.
* Based on a volunteer rate of $27.20 USD/hour 
— www.independentsector.org
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MDS volunteers served  

48,480 days 
helping 

487 households 
recover from disasters.

• Volunteers in Lancaster, PA, Harrisonburg, 
VA, Berlin, OH, and other locations made 
more than 260,000 masks.

• Kansas volunteers helped Hesston College 
and Tabor College make changes to their 
facilities in order to safely accommodate 
students.

• The Spirit of MDS Fund distributed $48,000 
to 46 congregations in Canada who respond-
ed to needs in their communities.

• MDS joined with Mennonite Central Com-
mittee and Everence to create a COVID-19 
Congregational Relief Fund, which provided 
grants to 174 congregations to support their 
needs as a result of COVID-19.
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 2020 (12 mos.)  2019 (8 mos.)  2020 (12 mos.)  2019 (8 mos.)

Beginning Net Assets $2,396,739 $2,393,027 $23,452,190 $20,805,000

REVENUE 1,289,594 964,407 7,438,027 8,535,678
Contributions & Grants  1,258,034 926,528 6,415,299 7,525,608 
Capital Campaign   0 0
Other Revenue 31,560 37,879 1,022,728 1,010,070

EXPENDITURES 1,316,225 960,695 9,686,748 5,888,488 
Program/Project 1,014,093 738,573 8,034,827 4,797,953
Supporting Activities 287,750 217,318 1,319,270 902,408
Fundraising 14,382 4,806 332,651 188,127 

Ending Net Assets 2,370,108 $2,396,712 21,203,206 $23,452,190

Program/Project % 77.0% 76.9% 82.9% 81.5%
Support % 23.0% 23.1% 17.1% 18.5%

CANADA 
(CAD dollars)

UNITED STATES 
(USD dollars)

 Volunteer Support $2,347,633 24%

 Project: Vehicles and Equipment $1,375,078 14%

 Project: Setup and Occupancy $538,811 6%

 Client Material Funds $2,864,687 30%

 Program: Staffing, Training, Dev. $908,618 9%

 Supporting Activities $1,319,270 14%

 Fundraising $332,651 3%

  $9,686,748

2019-2020 U.S.  EXPENDITURES   Program and supporting activities (USD dollars)

 Volunteer Support $184,608 14%

 Project: Vehicles and Equipment $110,592 8%

 Project: Setup and Occupancy $184,116 14%

 Client Material Funds $336,885 26%

 Program: Staffing, Training, Dev. $197,892 15%

 Supporting Activities $287,750 22%

 Fundraising $14,382 1%

  $1,316,225

2019-2020 CANADA EXPENDITURES   Program and supporting activities (CAD dollars)

2019-2020 FINANCIAL ACTIVIT Y Fiscal year 2018-2019 runs Dec 1, 2018 through July 31, 2019
Fiscal year 2019-2020 runs Aug 1, 2019 through July 31, 2020

MDS AND COVID-19

Despite the challenges 
presented by the pan-
demic, MDS volun-
teers continued to 
find innovative ways 
to bring hope to their 
communities.


